
A Beginner’s Guide to Vector Artwork



1

From printing ads to designing a logo, the quality of an image 
wouldn’t be the same without vector artwork. Composed of 
lines defined by mathematical formulas, vector graphics were 
first used in the ‘60s and ‘70s to help create a crisp picture in 
popular arcade games such as Asteroids. Since then, it’s only 
expanded to be a key player in the world of graphic design.  

If you are confused about why vector art matters and why 
you should care about it, then you will definitely want to 
read this detailed guide. Knowledge is power, and we 
guarantee you’ll feel incredibly empowered after learning 
exactly what vector art is, why it’s so important, and how it 
relates to graphic design, advertising, and website imagery.

What’s the Big Deal with Vector Art?
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When you create an image in Adobe Illustrator (or in Freehand or 
CorelDRAW), you are creating a vector graphic. However, when 
you create an image in a program like Adobe Photoshop, you are 
creating a bitmap graphic, which is not a vectored format. A 
vector graphic retains its crispness at any magnification, but a 
bitmap graphic appears jagged when it's enlarged.

PSDAI

What Exactly is Vector Art? 

Vector graphics are sometimes also referred to as "draw graphics," 
but they mean the same thing. The technical definition of vector 
graphics is complicated, but in a nutshell vector files are a type of 
graphic that uses mathematical algorithms, allowing the image to 
be scaled or modified without loss of image quality or resolution. 
These images are easy to resize or rescale and result in a better 
quality graphic!

Vector vs. Bitmap



You're probably wondering why we're making such a big deal about vector artwork. To 
put it simply, it's the stylish alternative to other printing techniques. When your artwork 
is in a vectored format (either .AI or .EPS), it allows you to increase or decrease the 
size of the graphic without compromising the integrity of the original image. What this 
means is we'll be able to easily resize your image without it looking distorted and blurry.

Why is Vector Art Important?

Creating a vector graphic, whether it's through 
Adobe Illustrator, Freehand, or CorelDRAW, 
gives your logo the opportunity to be displayed 
at its best quality. The end result is a crisp, 
clear, and readable image no matter what the 
final output or size! And when your image looks 
good, it makes your design look even better!

Put Your Best Best Foot Forward
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For your promotional products, you can try to use a low-resolution file 
containing a bitmap image (which means any type a file with the extension 
.BMP, .GIF, .PDF, .JPG, or .JPEG). However, because we care, we'll give you 
same warning that we gave above: if you try to scale or enlarge the size of a 
non-vector format like a bitmap file, then the image will become pixelated and 
have jagged edges when printed, like the Quality Logo Products logo here.

Why can't I just use a bitmap or jpeg file for my promo items?

The featured JPEG image is blurry and deformed, 
and that's obviously not acceptable print quality! 
When you create your logo or artwork in a vectored 
format, it can be resized from business card 
dimensions to billboard dimensions without losing 
any of its sharpness! That kind of resizing is simply 
impossible with any of the bitmap files listed above.
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But I don't have vector artwork...But I don't have vector artwork...



Before After

What does "convert font to outlines" mean?What does "convert font to outlines" mean?

To convert your font to 
outlines, you will need Adobe 
Illustrator. You need to open 
your file, select ONLY the font, 
right click, select “Create 
Outlines,” and then save. 

“Converting font to outlines” means that you will have to change the font in 
your file from text to an object in order to maintain that font when it’s printed. If a 
particular font is not installed on a computer, then it will substitute a generic font 
for your original font, completely changing the way the font appears and prints. 
However, if your font is converted to outlines, then it allows the computer to read it 
as an image rather than as just text. So, if you have specific fonts in your art file 
that you want to use on your items, then you need to convert the fonts to outlines!
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Create Outlines



Converting Raster to VectorConverting Raster to Vector

Changing your files from raster to vector is super easy using Adobe Illustrator. 
Remember when you traced images in elementary school using a pencil? 
Making your image into a vectored format follows the same process, only on a 
screen instead of paper! Simply go to the “Image Trace” tool in the control 
panel and from there you can expand your image into a vector format. 
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1. Select your Image then click Image Trace

It will then automatically change that section of the control panel to this:

2. Image Trace Panel is where you 
can control the vector’s settings.

3. Click Expand when you’re
done with your vector artwork.
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If your image is in color, 
make sure the Mode is 
changed to Color.



AI EPS CDRFH

JPG PDFPNGPSD

To send your artwork to Quality Logo Products, simply 
attach it and email it to your customer service representative 
and he or she will take it from there! If your file is larger than 
6 megabytes, then please contact your Quality Logo 
Products representative and ask for help transferring your 
artwork files faster and easier.

You can also 
send .PSD, .PNG 
.JPG, and .PDF.

Fonts sent from a PC/IBM will NOT work on Mac. We also accept IBM 
zipped (without the self-extracting program) and Mac stuffed files.

PLEASE
NOTE

It is best to send 
your artwork as an 
.AI, .EPS, .FH, or 

.CDR.

How do I send my Vector Art to 
Quality Logo Products?

How do I send my Vector Art to 
Quality Logo Products?
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As you can see, vector artwork is the best way to go when it comes to great promotional 
products. Not only will your image look sharp, but you’ll be able to customize any item 
with your unique design. Now all that’s left is to share your product with the world! 

We’re Here To Help!

Enroll in Promo University today and learn 
everything you need to know about your 
favorite promotional products!

Enroll Now!

Call Us Toll Free

Email Support

(866) 312-5646
Local: (630) 896-1627

Se habla Espanol: (866) 312-5646 Ext.119

Toll Free Fax: (866) 314-5646

Local Fax: (630) 896-0782

Monday:

Tuesday-Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

7:00AM - 6:00PM (CST)

7:00AM - 7:00PM (CST)

9:00AM - 4:00PM (CST)

By Apointment Only

info@qualitylogoproducts.com
espanol@qualitylogoproducts.com

art@qualitylogoproducts.com

How accurate are the colors I see on my screen?

How long is my artwork kept on file?

How consistent are the imprint and color?

Can I save money by just printing text?

How does artwork and IPO work?

What is a copyright statement?

How will my logo look on an item?

Artwork & Printing FAQs

PROMO

How do I submit my artwork?

What file formats do you accept?

How is bitmap different from vector?

What is a digital proof?

What is a pre-production proof?

What is a PMS color?
What is a spot color?
What is process printing?

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/how-do-i-submit-artwork.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/what-file-formats-do-i-need.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/difference-between-bitmap-and-vector.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/what-is-a-digital-proof.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/what-is-a-pre-production-proof.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/what-is-a-pms-color.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/what-is-a-spot-color.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/what-is-process-printing.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/how-accurate-are-my-computers-colors.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/how-long-is-artwork-kept-on-file.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/consistent-imprint-and-color.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/saving-money-just-printing-text.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/artwork-intellectual-property-ownership.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/what-is-a-copyright-statement.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/faq/how-will-my-logo-look.htm

https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/promo-university.htm


